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talned immensely larger masses of "heathen* than any other
area, but the attendance at its churches and chapels was far less
often parochial. Elsewhere people to a great extent went to
worship with their neighbours; but a large proportion of Lon-
doners, especially in the richer boroughs, scarcely had any neigh-
bours in that sense. In particular the inhabitants of well-to-do
blocks of flats, which became exceedingly numerous in the metro-
polis before 1900 (while scarcely to be found elsewhere in Eng-
land, even in an agglomeration so huge as Manchester's), were
almost wholly de-localized. It would be a mistake to suppose
that the two-elevenths ratio of worshippers to population re-
corded by Mudie Smith was typical of England at large. He
himself found higher proportions in the suburbs o.utside the
county; and as a rule they would be higher still in the manufac-
turing towns, especially in the smaller ones which were strong-
holds of nonconformity. Yet even in the villages the falling-ofF
had become noticeable before the end of the century. People
connected it with the general break-up of rural society, the down-
fall of so many of the old local pillars, and the growing impoverish-
ment of churches and chapels generally.
As a corollary of these changes, it became impossible to keep
up the Victorian Sabbath. If large elements in the towns, in-
cluding growing numbers in the educated and governing
classes, were in no case going to spend their Sundays on religion,
they must be allowed to spend them on other activities; the
alternative of idle boredom, which became widespread, had
nothing to commend it. Important work was done at this time
by an organization formed for the purpose—the National Sunday
League—towards enabling the urban demand for Sunday recrea-
tion to flow into healthy channels. It organized Sunday railway
excursions at cheap rates—a matter in which it may be said
to have taught the railway directorates their business; and it
agitated persistently for the Sunday opening of museums and
art-galleries. Victory in this last field was won in 1896, when,
following a resolution by the house of commons, the state's
museums and art-galleries in the metropolis were thrown open
to the public on Sunday afternoons. It must not be supposed,
however, that the nineteenth century ever made Sunday in
England a day of pleasure in the degree that the twentieth does.
The strong feeling against Sunday labour prevented it. The
Victorian nobility would walk rather than drive to church, so as

